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PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
Due to an extensive sprinkler system throughout the park,
by park regulation, nothing may be driven into the ground to
anchor blankets or other items. You will be held responsible
for any damage incurred to the system by such disregard of this
regulation. Remember that the park is owned by the Memorial
& Library Association, and we are guests in this wonderful site.
Please abide by the rules.

RESTROOM FACILITIES
Porta-Jons, including handicap accessible units are located
in the Parking Lot to the left of the Park as you face the
stage. These are located at the end of the Parking Lot nearest
the Library. Follow the posted signs along the sidewalks in
the Park. There is no access to these facilities by going over
the hill. There are no public facilities behind the stage area.
Please respect Wilcox Park and restricted areas!

POPS WEATHER UPDATES
In the event of weather postponements, listen to WBLQ 1230
AM or check online at chorusofwesterly.org, facebook.com/
westerlypops, or follow on Twitter @choruswesterly.

Buying Merchandise Inside the Park

Keeps The Chorus
of Westerly Singing!

Official Summer Pops sweatshirts, t-shirts, and other event
merchandise is available at the official merchandise tent at the
end of the center aisle.
In addition, food items (including Hot Dogs, Pizza, Popscorn,
Pretzel, Water, Soda, and other items) are being sold at the Rotary
tents, also at the end of the center aisle. All proceeds generated
from sales of merchandise at the Rotary tents are contributed
back to the Chorus of Westerly in support of Summer Pops.
Please note that outside street vendors (outside of the park) do
not have any affiliation with the event, to the Chorus of Westerly,
or to the Westerly Public Library.

2 September 2021

Reserving your spot in Wilcox Park
Seating for Summer Pops is first come, first serve,
but there are regulations you need to be aware of for
the event. By 5 pm on Friday, September 10 (weather
permitting), all audience seating areas, the fireworks
safety zone, and other restricted areas will be cleared
and marked off with color code lines, security fencing
or barrier tape, and other crowd control mechanisms.
Restricted areas that are not available for the public
to put blankets down or sit in will be marked with red
barrier tape or fencing. Aisles and general seating
areas will be demarcated with yellow lines with
supports.
Restricted areas must be respected and are subject
to enforcement. Violators may be subject to ejection
from the park. Restricted areas for the public include
but are not necessarily limited to: the area directly in
front of the stage, the sides of the stage, the stage itself,
the backstage area, the fireworks zone. Members of
the public may not come backstage or go on the
stage for any reason.
Members of the public may put their blanket down
in the seating areas of the park in the meadow or on
the hills (and then leave them unoccupied) beginning
at 5 pm on Friday, September 10, 2021. Nothing
else may left in any spot in the park unattended at
any time. All patrons should note, that The Chorus

of Westerly, the Westerly Library and Wilcox Park,
and all of their staff, members, and volunteers,
and anyone else affiliated with the event or these
organizations ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE for assuring
your location or your property left in Wilcox Park.
Please note that the areas in the center meadow
directly in front of the stage, on both sides of the
center aisle (clearly demarcated with yellow lines)
are reserved for blankets for individuals/families/
group to sit on and LOW sand chairs only. Taller
chairs are restricted to areas outside the two center
sections or on the hills. Note that any blanket or item
placed in undesignated areas are subject to removal
in accordance with Westerly Police directives. Please
also note that due to the Fireworks being launched
from the north side of the pond in Wilcox Park, no
blankets or other items may be place in the pond
area. Security zones in these areas are subject to shift
the morning of September 11, 2021, and the Summer
Pops staff reserves the right to relocate any blanket
that may be impacted by any necessary security zone
shift.
— The Chorus of Westerly,
The Westerly Public Library and Wilcox Park,
and The Westerly Police Department
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WELCOME TO THE 40TH SUMMER POPS
COMING TO THE EVENT – POPS PROTOCOL
Over the past 40 years, more than 650,000
New Englanders (and some from even further
away) have come to downtown Westerly on a
summer weekend and gathered together for
The Chorus of Westerly’s Summer Pops. After
a “year off” in 2020, we are delighted to see
Summer Pops return in 2021 and, for the first
time, in September.
It is perhaps the beauty of the setting,
Wilcox Park, that sets the tone for this grand
summer event. The park is owned and cared
for by the Westerly Public Library. Each
year, this pristine setting is turned into a
huge outdoor concert hall, complete with
an enormous stage, professional lighting
and sound, special security forces, and
extra sanitary facilities. Within twelve hours
of the events conclusion, Wilcox Park is
quickly returned to a downtown park by
a hardworking group of professionals and
volunteers. However, this could not be
accomplished without a few rules and the
miraculous cooperation of you, our audience.

To make this year’s historic event happen,
here are some items to be aware of:
Enjoy with your dinner - You can bring
your dinner to Pops. It can be simple or fancy,
whatever you think you’d enjoy best under
the stars. But, if you want to purchase food
onsite, the Rotary Club of Westerly has it for
sale at the end of the center aisle. Remember,
regardless of how you dine, alcoholic
beverages are not permitted in the park. Fires,
be they wood, charcoal, hibachi, or propane,
are also not allowed.
Enjoy the music - Be courteous to those
around you and keep talking to a low volume.
Over 300 musicians will sing, play, and
perform for you tonight. You do not want to
miss a moment of it and you want to make
sure your neighbors in the park can hear just
as well as you can!
Feel free to use portable restrooms - There

are ample portable restroom facilities located
in the parking lot nearest the library and post
office. Please feel free to use them during
the concert. Please note that the portable
restrooms behind the stage are ONLY for the
performers.
Do not sit, stand, or walk directly on the
stage, in front of the stage, on the sides of
the stage, or backstage. For security and
safety and health reasons, members of the
public MAY NOT go into any of the stage
zones. Stage and backstage access will be
enforced this year and only ID personnel and
performers will be allowed in this area.
Unattended personal property of
ANY kind (including unattended coolers,
backpacks, bags, chairs, anything besides a
blanket) WILL be removed without warning
by the police. These may be recovered
from an area in the parking lot near the
portable restroom facilities but are not our
responsibility to protect.
Trash and Recycling - Look for Summer

Pops trash and recycling containers located
throughout the park. Please pick up after
yourself and even after those around you
when necessary.
Please take everything you bring with
you back home again when you leave.
This includes any rocks or other items you
may bring to hold down the corners of your
blanket.
Take care of the park and the grass. When
you come to put down your blanket, do not
use spikes or similar items to anchor your
blanket; irrigation pipes may be damaged.
Any damage caused by such activity will
be your responsibility. There is a new and
extensive sprinkler system throughout the
park. Although a plastic tarp may do a good
job keeping your blanket dry, it also does
a good job killing the grass. Plastic tarps or
plasticized materials are prohibited and will
be removed.

GUIDELINES FOR ATTENDING POPS DURING TIMES OF COVID-19
* All information here is subject to
change. The Covid related guidelines and
regulations found in this program were
current as of mid-August 2021. Please be
aware that any of these policies, regulations,
and guidelines for attending Summer Pops
could change AFTER the printing of this
program without notice (right up until the
actual event). There will be public signage
at the main entrances to the park the day of
Summer Pops with the most updated Covid
control regulations for that day.
All members of the public entering
Wilcox Park the day of Summer Pops
should be aware they are doing so at their
own risk during times of increased spread
of Covid-19 and should take their own
personal precautions before and during the
event.
Everyone should be aware that Chorus
of Westerly, the Westerly Library and
Wilcox Park, and all of their staff, affiliates,
contractors, musicians, volunteers, and
vendors, make no assurances to anyone
attending, working, or entering the park the
day of the event, in regards to the possible
spread of (and potential illness or any other
impact from) Covid 19 or any other virus or
illness while at Summer Pops/in the park. If
you are entering the park for Summer Pops
or entering the park the day of the event,
you are doing so acknowledging there is
risk to anyone of contracting/falling ill from
Covid-19. This includes yourself and your
family members. All of the organizations and
individuals involved in Summer Pops are not
liable to you or anyone.

1. BEFORE COMING TO POPS/THE PARK

2. AT POPS - FACIAL COVERINGS/MASKS

A. Self-screen at home
If you are having/or have had ANY
possible Covid symptoms in the three days
leading up to Pops (even very mild ones)
that cannot be directly explained by another
confirmed medical condition or a very recent
negative Covid test, please do not chance it!
STAY HOME AND OUT OF THE PARK.
Covid symptoms to screen for include
cough, shortness of breath, difficulty
breathing, fever, chills, muscle or body aches,
sore throat, headache, nausea, vomiting,
diarrhea, nose congestion, unexplained
fatigue, recent loss of taste or smell.

FULLY VACCINATED
AT THIS TIME* current Rhode Island
regulations state that you are not required to
wear a mask/facial covering while attending
Summer Pops in Wilcox Park, but - to reduce
your risk and risk to others - we strongly
recommend you wear one when you move
about the park, go to a vendor stand, use
the porta-johns, or when you are in close
proximity to others off your blanket (especially
if you are with or near those outside your
family/blanket group) or if you feel yourself
at any personal risk. Remember, attending
Summer Pops in Wilcox Park is at your own
risk and by coming into the park during this
time of Covid you accept the risk of possible
infection (and accept that for your family
members).

B. Assess yourself at home for other
possible risk or exposure to Covid-19
Stay home and do not come to Pops if ...
- You have family members or close
contacts who have Covid symptoms (and they
have not had a negative test yet) or family
members or close contacts who are Covidpositive and you have been exposed to them.
Please go get yourself tested!
- You have been directed to quarantine or
isolate by either Rhode Island or Connecticut
or by any state’s or county’s health department
or a healthcare provider.
- You have traveled to/from a location
where current Covid travel/quarantine
restrictions are in place and your time of
quarantine or isolation is not complete.
- You are concerned about your own health
or your family’s health at a public event.
When all else fails, if you are “on the
fence” of coming to Pops because of your
own Covid concerns or possible exposure,
please just stay home this year! We’ll see
you in June 2022!
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NOT VACCINATED
AT THIS TIME* current Rhode Island
regulations strongly recommend that,
for your safety and your fellow audience
members, even though we are outdoors in a
large space, you wear a mask AT ALL TIMES
while in Wilcox Park at Summer Pops unless
you can completely socially distance from
other social groups/people within the park.
We recommend you limit your movement
in the park to what is absolutely necessary.
It is also requested and strongly recommend
that you always wear a mask (and make a
special effort to do so) when moving about
the park, go to a vendor stand, use the portajohns,or whenever you are in close proximity
to others (especially if you are with or near
those outside your family/blanket group).
Remember, attending Summer Pops in Wilcox

Park is at your own risk and by coming into
the park during this time of Covid you accept
the risk of possible infection (and accept that
for your family members).
NO STAGE/BACKSTAGE ACCESS
Note that NO ONE is allowed on stage,
backstage, or on the sides of the stage this
year except for the performers, guest artists,
technical staff, and official concert staff and
volunteers. There are tighter and stricter
Covid-19 regulations in effect for these zones
related to having our performers working
together on stage.
3. PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING
As you walk or move about the park, please
make efforts as best you can to continue
good social distancing practices – especially
if you are unmasked. This includes standing
or walking 3-6’ away from other parties, not
talking in close proximity to others, and,
in lines, giving the person in front of you
adequate space. By their nature, the blankets
audience members put down in the park
create, in essence, a social “bubble” or zone
that is typically just you and your family or
guests. This creates a level of social distancing
in the seating area. We ask this year that
you consider limiting visiting other people’s
blankets this year and stay on or near your
own and stay spread out. There is a lot of
room for us in the meadow, and, this year, we
encourage you to use all of it.
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Welcome to the 40th

Welcome
Welcome to the historic
40th Summer Pops!
On a warm Sunday night 40 summers ago,
on the eve of their first-ever international
concert tour in 1981, the Chorus of Westerly
assembled on the steps of the post office
in Dixon Square. Under the baton of
George Kent, the Chorus joined with the
Rhode Island Philharmonic Orchestra, the
U.S. Coast Guard Band, and the Artillery
Company of Newport. Together, the
performers presented a first of its kind
performance in Westerly that night – a major
outdoor choral and orchestral “Summer
Pops” open to all in the community.
This post office steps concert was not
intended to be an annual occurrence nor did
the Chorus anticipate the interest from the
community. The Pops concert was intended
to be a celebratory send-off concert and
special one-time “thank you” event offered
as a gift to the community for its support of
the Chorus of Westerly’s forthcoming Great
Britain tour.
With Dixon Square closed for the day to
traffic, a stage and risers were constructed,
microphones and speakers put in place, and
500 chairs were set-up for the audience. By
the time the program began at 6 pm, not
only was every chair filled, but all of Dixon
Square, most of lower High Street, and a
great deal of Broad Street, was filled with
several thousand of other people sitting or
standing on the pavement. By all accounts,
the concert – both musically and as a
community event – was a huge success and
the Chorus headed off on their tour to Great
Britain.
However, back home, within days of the
1981 Pops ending, Pops organizers began
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receiving dozens of calls about when the
next Summer Pops concert would take
place. It was clear that community interest
was high for another Pops concert. As such,
the Chorus decided it was worth attempting
Summer Pops again in Dixon Square in
1982. When that Summer Pops ultimately
happened, the crowd was even larger
than the year before. It stretched down
every street off Dixon Square including on
and over the Pawcatuck River bridge into
Connecticut. The audience was estimated to
be between 5,000 and 10,000, many of whom
could not even see or hear the performance.
There was no mistaking it after Summer
Pops 1982 - Pops was now a town tradition
and the Chorus of Westerly added it to its
annual concert season. However, with the
crowd sizes growing so large, a new venue
was needed for the performance. In 1983,
the Chorus approached the Westerly Public
Library with a proposal to move Summer
Pops into downtown’s beautiful Wilcox
Park. Thanks to the support and care of the
Library’s leadership and staff, Wilcox Park
has now served as the home of Summer
Pops every year since (with the exception of
the one year without Summer Pops, 2020).
Saturday, September 11, 2021 (rain
date of September 12, 2021) will mark
the 40th performance of Summer Pops
in downtown Westerly. Since 1981, more
than 650,000 people have now attended a
Summer Pops. Approximately 1600 area
residents – children and adults – have
performed in Summer Pops as a member
of the Chorus of Westerly. Approximately
500 different musicians have joined us as
members of the orchestra. The guests and
artists have included musicians and bands
of all types and multiple Grammy-award
winners. For every show since 1981, the
Artillery Company of Newport has faithfully

participated in the spectacular grand finale
along with the ringing bells of Christ Church.
Since 1983, as each Summer Pops comes to a
close, the skies over the park have been filled
with the spectacular Fireworks by Grucci.
And, we should not forget, the pre-show has
always had music, dance, and joy provided
by The Westerly Morris Men!
Overtime, the leadership of Summer Pops
has been one of its most important reasons
for success and growth. Artistically, only two
individuals have ever conducted Summer
Pops, Chorus founder and music director,
emeritus, George Kent, began, grew, and
nurtured this tradition from 1981 through
2012. Current music director Andrew
Howell, has conducted the Chorus since July
of 2012 and Summer Pops since 2013. Each
conductor has brought careful attention and
excellence to the performance and to our
artistic community.
The administrative side of Pops has always
been under the thoughtful management
of many Chorus staff members past
present. But, for all 40 years, it has been the
thoughtful guidance and loving care of the
volunteer Summer Pops chairman Douglas
Rayner and his wife Eugenia “Jean” Rayner
that have really allowed this community
tradition to grow and sustain into what it is
today. The Chorus of Westerly and the entire
town offer our heartfelt thanks to Doug,
Jean, George, Andrew, and all the singers,
guest musicians and orchestra, contractors,
staff and volunteers who have allowed this
community tradition to reach this incredible
milestone.

Honoring
September 11, 2001
Summer Pops 2021 is taking place during
unprecedented times. The Covid health cri-

sis remains a major challenge for us all, and
will be for the foreseeable future. But thanks
to thoughtful pre-event and during event
precautions we all take to stop the spread,
we are grateful to offer Summer Pops as a
community celebration once again.
We also recognize that Summer Pops 2021
is scheduled to take place on the 20th anniversary of the tragic events of September 11,
2001, during a time where we have lost so
many to Covid-19. Towards the end of the
first half of the program, we will, collectively, take a moment together to honor and
remember this historic day and those whom
we have lost.
After the Chorus and Orchestra perform
The Armed Forces Salute, joining us on the
stage will be many of the chiefs of Westerly
and Stonington’s public safety departments.
After a few spoken words, a moment of
silence will be held and a special bell will be
rung 20 times by our chiefs. This will lead
into a brand new and beautiful arrangement
of Amazing Grace, set by John Tafone, for us
all to take time together to sing, reflect, and
feel our community’s collective strength. As
Amazing Grace ends, the music will quietly
move into an abridged version of the Ode
to Joy from Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony to
remind us of our shared humanity, the hope
for the world, and the goodness found in
each of us.

The Program
The Chorus of Westerly and Pops Festival
Orchestra, conducted by Chorus of Westerly
Music Director Andrew Howell (now starting
his 10th season with the Chorus of Westerly),
will be our feature performers throughout
the show. The finale will feature the Artillery
Company of Newport, the Bells of Christ
Church, and Fireworks by Grucci.
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Beyond our September 11th tribute, this
year’s Pops program will also celebrate
our 40 years of Summer Pops. The first half
will feature beloved favorites of cinema
including music from Star Wars and Mamma
Mia (a sing along!) and American favorites
including The Stars and Stripes Forever and
The Armed Forces Salute which honors all
branches of our armed forces with their
service songs.
The second half of the program will feature
our special guests, The Knickerbocker
All-Stars along with featured singer Darcel
Wilson. The Knickerbocker All-Stars’
appearance on the program is made possible
in partnership with The Knickerbocker
Music Center and The United Theatre. More
information on our special guests is found
on other pages in the program. Following
our special guests will be more special music
by the Chorus and Orchestra and then the
1812 Overture and Star Spangled Banner
finale.

The Chorus of
Westerly
Since 1959, the Chorus of Westerly has
presented nearly 750 performances to an
audience of over 1.3 million people across
the United States, Germany, England,

Scotland, Wales, Italy, the Czech Republic,
Austria, and Hungary as part of five
internatonal concert tours. Over 2,500 area
residents have been members of the Chorus
with 1,200 singing as children or teenagers.
When the Chorus was founded by George
Kent in 1959, one of its primary missions was
to become an organization where children
and adults could sing major works of the
choral repertoire in a setting of the highest
artistic merit. Today, the Chorus has become
nationally recognized as unique in its
practice of having children sing a full concert
season of challenging repertoire with adult
singers.
The Chorus of Westerly now offers several
choral and music paths. Its main symphonic
chorus program (members of whom are
singing Summer Pops) includes children
and adults who sing all the major concerts
on the Chorus’s subscription/symphonic
season. Adult singers are auditioned for
the symphonic chorus and are expected
to have a certain music competency.
Child and teen singers are admitted to the
symphonic program without expectation
of any advanced musical training. Once a
child/teen joins the Chorus of Westerly, they
are then placed at the appropriate training
level in order to teach them their musical
fundamentals and singing skills and prepare

them for performance with the adults.
The Chorus recently began a second
choral program for adults – the Foundations
Chorus – which is designed for singers
who may not yet qualify for the symphonic
program, singers who wish to sing in a
less intense program than the symphonic
or cannot fully commit, or adult singers
who simply wish to learn singing/music
fundamentals. The program is open to any
adult singer without audition. Additionally,
the Chorus is currently expanding its
program for older adults with a forthcoming
Encore Choir program.
For those children interested, beginning
this fall, the Chorus of Westerly will now
offer a free after-school training choir
program in every elementary school in
Westerly and Stonington for either grades 4
or 5 (depending on the school). Interested
kids/parents, should speak to their teachers
once the school year begins for more
program information. More information
on joining the Chorus or enrolling in any
program is available at chorusofwesterly.org.

The Grand Finale
Since 1983, Summer Pops ends with a
bang thanks to Fireworks by Grucci. The
Grucci family, known around the world

as the “First Family of Fireworks,” has
provided fireworks for the inaugurations
of six American presidents, national
celebrations of the bicentennial and the
U.S. Constitution, and the wedding of
Sheik Hazza of Abu Dhabi. Joining Grucci
during the grand finale are the cannons
of the Artillery Company of Newport and
the church bells of Christ Church, rung by
Ryan Saunders. For the fifth Summer Pops
in a row, the Grucci fireworks show will be
launched nearby to the Pops audience from
the Pond Area in the park. Please be aware
that the fireworks, bells, and cannons are
very loud.

Fireworks Safety
With the fireworks launching from within
the park, we ask that all audience members
and guests in and around Wilcox Park stay
out of the marked Fireworks zone near the
pond. The Fireworks by Grucci performance
and show will be very safe, but to be extra
cautious, we ask that you stay out of the
fenced in area at all times and do not tamper
with any fence, security tape, or signs in that
area or any area in the park. Thank you for
helping us spread the word. We ask also that
no audience member or guest go backstage
during the pre-show or performance.

COMMUNITY
COMMITMENT BUILT

STABILITY
& INNOVATION.
ON

To learn more, visit
www.davis-standard.com
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“The Music Never Ends”

By RONA MANN

Special to The Westerly Sun

How do you keep the music playing?
How do you make it last?
How do you keep the song from fading
Too fast?
...James Ingram & Patti Austin
40 Years.
Once again, and this time fortissimo. 40
YEARS!
It’s time to rejoice. It’s time to kick
off the bunny slippers, replace those
baggy pajamas and yoga pants with
“real” apparel, and get out and celebrate
our pride...one of the true treasures of
Westerly...Summer Pops.
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After not giving a public performance
since December of 2019, according to
Maestro Andrew Howell, what is planned
for Saturday evening in Wilcox Park
on September 11th will be more than
the usual concert, it will be a rebirth,
a validation of all things good, and a
catharsis for us all.
Yes, 40 YEARS!
It was 1981 when the Chorus of Westerly
stood on the steps of the downtown post
office and gave what we would now call
a “pop-up performance”as a thank you
to the town for monetarily supporting
their upcoming tour in Europe. It was
supposed to be a one-time event, but as
“Mr. Summer Pops,” Dr. Doug Rayner will
tell you, “it grew.”
Rayner and his wife, Jean have chaired
this event for the last four decades
raising funds (it now costs approximately

$100,000 to put on each “free” concert
every year), raising volunteers, raising
awareness (hardly necessary at this point),
and agonizing over every detail, small
problems, big problems, and sometimes
weather problems right up until that first
note is heard in the park. But Rayner and
his family love it as do 20,000 or more folks.
It had to be difficult planning the first
concert in two years to a hungry, waiting
audience filled with emotion. But it would
appear that Chorus Executive Director,
Ryan Saunders, Maestro Andrew Howell,
and Doug Rayner have put together a
winning combination of music, vocals, a
tribute to the 20th anniversary of 9/11, a
bit of Americanism, and of course canons,
bells, and fireworks. In short, all the bells
and whistles...and then some.
Speaking with Maestro Howell, although
he didn’t tip his hand, he could barely

contain his excitement, so let us share with
you what you’re in for Saturday the 11th.
There always has been a pre-show, and this
year is no exception, but when the Chorus
finally takes to the risers and Howell
raises his arms high, we expect no hush
will come over the assemblage, trembling
with joy and excitement. There no doubt
will be cheers, howls, and more than a few
tears when the Chorus loudly launches
into Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus.” Howell
adds, “We’d love it if they stood up and
sang right along with us!”
John Tafone, the wunderkind of the
Chorus who went from Westerly to
Broadway, brings yet another treat to
his hometown. Tafone has created a new
choral and orchestral version of three
of ABBA’s best: “Take a Chance on Me,”
“Dancing Queen,” and the signature
“Mamma Mia.”
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From the Swedish songsters of ABBA
next we’ll be treated to “Stars and Stripes
Forever,” as we joyously and gloriously
celebrate America and her veterans and
current military. Pops emcee for the last
32 years, Bob Elmer will lead the crowd in
recognizing every branch of the military and
reinforcing how lucky we are to live in this
great and proud country.
The Pops could not perform this night
without recognizing the anniversary of
September 11, 2001, but they did not want to
turn the evening into anything maudlin, just
respectful. Therefore a Moment of Reflection
recognizing both this 20th anniversary
and lives lost and altered by Covid will be
held followed by the tolling 20 times of a
single bell. To further recognize, honor, and
remember each time the bell is tolled, it will
be rung by leaders of our local town’s public
safety departments, some of our many local
heroes.
This portion of the program will end with a
community singing of “Amazing Grace” also
arranged for orchestra and chorus by John
Tafone, segueing into “Ode to Joy,” a perfect
time to end the first half of the program, dry
tears, and share happy memories.
Following a much-needed trip to the inthe-park food vendors, the Westerly Rotary
Club booth, the Knickerbocker All-Stars
will take the stage with a program of blues,
collaboration with the Chorus, and a special
guest vocalist.
Elmer Bernstein’s version of “The
Magnificent Seven” will be succeeded by
“The Impossible Dream,” and then it’s time
for everyone’s favorite, the rip-roaring 1812
Overture with a little help from our friends...
the church bells of Christ Church, the
canons of the Newport Artillery, and those
fantastic Grucci Fireworks, perfectly synched
to the music and the blending of voices.
“This year’s Pops will be unlike anything
we’ve ever done before,” Howell says,
palpable excitement in his voice.
40 YEARS!
“If we can try with every day to make it
better as it goes
With any luck that I suppose
The music never ends.”

The Chorus of Westerly’S 40th annual Summer Pops
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Pre-Show Special Guests
Pianist
Michael
Chicoria

Ryan
Piccolo
Ryan Piccolo is a Westerly
musician and music educator.
He is a teacher at the RI Phil
Music School at the United
and is the band director at St.
Michael School.

Michael Chicoria started playing
piano at a very early age and
has always been surrounded by
music. He credits The Chorus
of Westerly with playing a huge
part in his musical education
and inspiration. Michael does
not consider himself limited to
any particular style, and is a huge
improv artist, playing whatever
feels right at the time.

The Westerly
Morris Men
The Westerly Morris Men are a traditional Cotswald English Morris Team Founded by
Peter Leibert in 1974. Peter’s involvement with Morris Men Began 70 years ago (believe
it or not) and he continues as a squire and musician. The Westerly Morris Men (WMM)
have toured England and Scotland as guests of other traditional teams. They practice in
Westerly and are available to perform for events and organizations in the New England
area. They welcome new recruits, young and old. For further information contact Peter
Leibert at (860) 887-9184 or Norm Dudziak at (401) 437-0240.

Musicians

Dancers

Peter Leibert
Squire
Mayada Wadsworth
Musician

Everett Munro
Bagman
Norm Dudziak
Assistant Squire
Tim Groome
Alex Groome
Kurt Hansen
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Allen Lawton
Darrell Moore
John Morris
Ian Patton
Lou Terranova
Hal Walker
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If There Were a Roof On the Park,
They’d Blow it Off!
By RONA MANN

Special to The Westerly Sun

That’s the only thing that’s wrong with
Wilcox Park...no roof.
Maybe it’s a good thing, though because
on Saturday evening, September 11th, the
Chorus of Westerly, the Pops Orchestra,
the canons of the Newport Artillery, the
bells pealing from Christ Church, and
those ever-lovin’ Grucci Fireworks are
planning to make perhaps the biggest
sound this park’s ever seen. And right
along with them will be special guests
on the second half of the show, The
Knickerbocker All-Stars with special
guest vocalist, Darcel Wilson producing
a sound not previously contained within
this 14- acre park and arboretum. Yes,
Summer Pops is back, and although it’s a
few months later than originally planned,
it’s still summer, so after being “robbed” of
the joy of this sound last year, thousands
of people will plunk down their blankets,
fill up at the Rotary food vendor tent, and
prepare to cheer when the program kicks

off, keeping it going till the last of the jawdropping fireworks lights up the night sky.
This year’s program celebrates and
commemorates many things, but it is local
pride that takes the stage from beginning
to end and will not stop delivering for even
a minute. The highlighted performers
of the evening headlining the second
act and just jammed with recognizable
local and international talent will be The
Knickerbocker All-Stars featuring front and
center special guest vocalist, Darcel Wilson
and sponsored by The Knickerbocker
Music Center and the United Theatre.
There is not enough space on these
pages to tell the audience just what these
uber-talented musicians are bringing
to the Pops - they are bringing years
of professional experience, Grammy
and Blues Music nominations and
international acclaim -but here’s the
Readers’ Digest version which should be
more than enough to whet your appetites.
Speaking at length with John (JP) Sheerar
who created the Knickerbocker All-Stars
based on his lifelong love and experience

with jazz and blues, we find out that if
the name rings a local bell, you’re right.
These musicians are the very same who
collectively and with other band members
over the years have performed at The
Knickerbocker Music Center in Westerly.
You saw them at Sundays at The Knick,
you saw them with other bands, you
heard their genius on many a memorable
CD, and you saw them win awards, tour
internationally, and in so doing, garnered
one heck of a lot of fame. “People don’t
really know the quality of the music we
have locally,” says JP Sherrar who selects
the songs, writes the songs, and is the chief
organizer and promoter of the All-Stars.
The Chorus of Westerly will be
performing three charts with the All-Stars:
Jackie Wilson’s “Higher and Higher,”
Aretha Franklin’s “Natural Woman,”
and “Proud Mary,” made popular by Ike
and Tina Turner. Westerly’s own, John
Tafone crafted the orchestrations and
arrangements for these covers, while
Doc Chanonhouse did the band charts.
Additionally, the Knickerbocker All-Stars

will have an instrumental, “Go Girl,” to add
to the program’s offerings.
Vocalist Darcel Wilson has been an
instructor at the Berklee School of Music
in Boston since the late 90’s, performed all
over the world, and the Knickerbocker AllStars latest album”Love Makes a Woman,
nominated in 2019 for Soul Blues Album
of the Year from the Blues Music Awards,
features both Wilson and Thornetta Davis.
Yet another note of local interest, Rich
Lataille from Roomful of Blues and the last
original member of the Knick All-Stars will
be performing at Pops, so come early and
hear in the pre-show, stay late, listen, and
watch the magic that happens when the
Knickerbocker All-Stars meet the Chorus
of Westerly and Pops Orchestra.
In the words of singer-songwritermusician, Al Basile, “Blues is the shortest
distance from one person’s soul to another
person’s ear.”
So come fill your soul and delight your
ears. Come to Summer Pops!

DON’T WANT TO WAIT?
YOU WON’T HAVE TO!

THE ALL-STARS
will be performing on
Friday Night, the night before Pops,
right back at The Knick!
Come get a preview, see and hear Sugar Ray
Norcia (who will not be at The Pops), Darcel
Wilson, and some of the best
Blues Musicians in the business.
Call 401.315.5070
or go online
www.knickmusic.com
for Tickets!

The Chorus of Westerly’S 40th annual Summer Pops
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Summer Pops - Special Guests

T H E K N I C K E R B O C K E R A L L - S TA R S
ABOUT THE KNICKERBOCKER ALL-STARS

Featuring
Guest Vocalist

Darcel Wilson
Vocals

Darcel Wilson

Guitar

Ricky “King” Russell

Piano

Matt McCabe

The Knickerbocker All-Stars are a group of extremely talented blues musicians who have been in the business for decades.
Members of the band have played with such notable performers as Freddie King, Robert Cray, The Fabulous Thunderbirds, Roomful
of Blues as well as their own bands.
Sunday nights at the Knickerbocker Café in Westerly, RI featured the Roomful of Blues in the 1970s and early 1980s. It quickly
became the hottest social event in the area. Duke Robillard, the legendary blues guitarist and leader of the Roomful, would invite
many up and coming musicians on stage to get their licks in as well as featured artists, the list of which is too long to mention.
Today, every Knickerbocker All-Stars song on their CDs and in performance are selected to emulate the great blues front-men,
backed by a full horn section with bluesy and boogie woogie piano. If you play their songs loud enough and close your eyes you can
envision the band blasting away while dancers on the floor twist, swing, jitterbug and slow dance real tight. All of this is what was and
still is the hallmark of the Knickerbocker Café. The songs are characteristic of the ones played in the heyday of the Knick, first done
by early Roomful influences Bobby Bland, Freddie King, Guitar Slim, Cleanhead Vinson, and many others, and this crew reanimates
them with authority. The excitement is freshly minted, and there are new songs which could have been done by Louis Jordan and
Albert King. What better place than this to celebrate a robust yet undervalued American musical genre? It may have started years ago,
but its spirit is timeless, and it’s found a home at the Knick.

What people are saying about THE KNICKERBOCKER ALL-STARS

Bass

First of all, hats off to this crew of bluesmen for forming a super group for the blues…This is the third release and may well be the
best so far…Everyone is on top of his game and the ensemble is really tight throughout…This set is as good as the original Roomful of
Blues” - Dave Rogers, New Blues News

Drums

“ …The Knickerbocker Café in Westerly, Rhode Island, was the birth-place of Roomful, the big, brassy band that revolutionized
the blues revival in the ‘70’s, and to some degree can claim responsibility for the jump-blues boom of the following decade…and is
the style of this wonderful CD….if you like your music quiet, thoughtful and reflective ,this certainly isn’t for you! On the other hand
if you are looking for blasting good-timin’ sounds..then you’ve definitely come to the right place.” Norman Darwen, Blues in the
South Review

Brad Hallen
Mark Teixeira

Tenor Sax

Rich Lataille

Baritone Sax

Gordon Beadle

Trumpet

Jeff “Doc”
Chanonhouse

Trombone

Bob Holfeder

Music
arrangements
Jeff “Doc”
Chanonhouse

“This (CD) is big, brassy, bold urban blues played by veterans, among them original members of Roomful of Blues and the Duke
Robillard Band…This ten piece band, driven by the locomotive 5 piece brass section,leave you breathless as they storm through 13
superbly arranged tracks… a great album to kick off 2016,terrific.” Roy Bainton, Blues Matters!
“..What can one say as the (Knickerbocker) All-Stars are terrific, with (Mike) Welch again showing that he has become one of
today’s top string benders. .. The rest of this album is of an equally high level…This entire recording is a joy for fans of jump and urban
blues to listen to. It is another upper deck home run from the Knickerbocker All-Stars.” Ron Weinstock, Blues and Jazz Report

You can learn more about The Knickerbocker All-Stars including on their recordings at
http://knickerbockerallstars.com/
Learn more about THE KNICKERBOCKER MUSIC CENTER at
http://knickmusic.com/
35 RAILROAD AVENUE, WESTERLY, RI – 401.315.5070
Learn more about THE UNITED THEATRE at
https://www.unitedtheatre.org/
5 CANAL STREET, WESTERLY, RI – 401.388.8208
The Knickerbocker All Stars are presented as part of Summer Pops 2021
in loving memory of Joseph & Amelia McAndrew and their children, Harrison, Michael and Paula, by Mr. Thomas J. McAndrew.
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About Darcel Wilson
A vocal phenomenon, Darcel Wilson possesses
an engaging sound that is powerful and expressive.
Since the age of fifteen, she’s lent her talents to
noteworthy projects.
She’s worked with Branford Marsalis, Paul
Simon, Mark (Marky Mark) Wahlberg, Walter
Beasley, Fatwall Jack, Brad Delp (lead singer of
Boston,) Armsted Christian, Keith Robinson (with
Metropolis,) and with Producer Dan Serafini.
Darcel has also served as Lead Session Singer and
Vocal Arranger for the Broadway show Brooklyn
The Musical with writers Mark Schoenfeld and
Barri McPherson. Darcel ventured to Germany to
coach German singer Ute Schoenherr, and provided
vocal production services on recording sessions in
London and Los Angeles.
Darcel’s voice can be heard on a multitude of
radio and television jingles. Credits include CVS,
McDonald’s, The Oprah WinfreyShow, Filene’s
Basement, The WB Network, Comcast Cable, Sprint,
Eye World, and The Boston Herald.
Darcel co-wrote and sang on a song for the

Arthritis Foundation as well. The song, produced
by George Duke, was recorded in Los Angeles at
O•Henry and LeGonks. Other performers included
Jeffery Osborne, Deniece Williams, Phillip Bailey,
Chante Moore, Sheila E., Boney James, Everett
Harp, Lori Perri, Howard Hewitt, Rick Braun, Kenny
Lattimore, Lynn Fiddemont, and many others.
Since 1998, Darcel has worked as an instructor
of Theory, Ensembles, and Voice for the City Music
Saturday Program at Berklee College of Music in
Boston, Massachusetts. She devoted nine summers
to the College as a full-time faculty member in the
Five-Week Summer Performance Program before
joining the Ear Training faculty in 2006.
Recently, Darcel has been very active on the
international front. In 2007, she traveled to Kobe
and Nagoya, Japan as a performing clinician at
Koyo Conservatory. In early 2008, she accompanied
Berklee College of Music for a Vocal Summit in
Frieburg Germany with fellow faculty Donna
McElroy, Bob Stoloff and Dennis Montgomery. Also
in May 2008/2009 in Puerto Rico , Darcel taught at
the Heineken Jazz Festival.
Darcel enjoys continued success while she’s
working on her new solo album project.

Presented with Sponsorship Support to The Chorus of Westerly From
THE KNICKERBOCKER MUSIC CENTER & THE UNITED THEATRE

learn more about

Darcel Wilson

at https://darcelwilson.com/

244 Post Road
Westerly, RI
401-637-4040
SchilkeRealty.com
Proud supporter of our wonderful community and the Summer Pops!

Ed Schilke
401-326-2013
Team@SchilkeRealty.com

Andy Schilke
401-793-6399
Andy@SchilkeRealty.com

Deb Thomas
860-235-9466
ThomasDeb@comcast.net

A Family Jeweler for Over 70 Years!

Nick Schilke
401-793-6838
Nick@SchilkeRealty.com

Susan M. Eldridge
860-460-1067
Susan@SchilkeRealty.com

Licensed in RI and CT
Residential and Commercial
The Chorus of Westerly’S 40th annual Summer Pops

27 High St., Westerly, RI
(401) 596-4421 • nigrellisjewelry.com
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Pre-Show
5:15 pm

THE WESTERLY MORRIS MEN

premier presenting sponsor
SUMMER POPS MAIN SHOW

Peter Leibert, squire

SummerPops

Rockets
presenting sponsor

Anonymous in loving memory
of Meg Frost Roy
Bill Craig & Carol Barnes
Craig
The Freitas Family
Ann B.C. Kaschuluk
Joseph Kirby & Katherine
Hoxsie
Drs. Insu & Mary Kong
Maura & Henry Laudone
Dunns Corner Market
Mrs. Karin McCormick
Jessica & Chris Peters
Pucci, Greene, & Fusaro LLC
Karen Raven & Bill Ehrlick
Jean & Doug Rayner in memory
of David Rayner
Schilke Realty
Virginia & David Rittner
Pat & Mac Turner
Lois Vars Mason
John & Kate Townsend

2021 MAJOR
CONTRIBUTORS

MUSIC WITH THE GREAT

MICHAEL CHICORIA & RYAN PICCOLO

Main-Show
7:00 pm

CONTRIBUTIONS $1000 AND GREATER

Hallelujah Chorus from Messiah
George Frederick Handel

Star Wars Suite

Throne Room and End Title
John Williams

ABBA Medley

Benny Andersson, Björn Ulvaeus, Stig Anderson
Arranged for this performance by John Tafone

Salutes

Mamma Mia • Take a Chance on Me • Dancing Queen

($100 to $299)

The Stars and Stripes Forever

without Compromise!
Quality

John Philip Sousa

Armed Forces Salute

arr. Joyce Eilers & Bob Lowden

At the Moment of Reflection & Remembrance of 9.11.01
Chief Shawn Lacey, Westerly Police Department
Chief Darren Stewart, Stonington Police Department
Chief John Mackay, Westerly Fire Department
Assistant Chief Kevin Riley, Pawcatuck Fire Department
Captain Dawn E. Smith, Westerly Ambulance Corp.

Amazing Grace
arr. John Tafone

Ode to Joy from Symphony No. 9
Ludwig van Beethoven

INTERMISSION

The Knickerbocker All-Stars and Darcel Wilson

The Bosworth
Company

All Band arrangements by Doc Chanonhouse
Choral and orchestral arrangements by John Tafone

(Your Love Keeps Lifting Me) Higher And Higher
Gary Jackson, Raynard Miner, Carl Smith

(You Make Me Feel Like A) Natural Woman

Dan's Management Company

Carole King, Gerry Goffin, Jerry Wexler

in memory of
Nancy and
Kenneth Bosworth

OFFICIAL STRING SECTIONS SPONSOR

Go Girl!

Mark Kazanoff/Sil Austin

MAJOR INDIVIDUAL & FAMILY DONORS

Proud Mary
John C. Fogerty

The Magnificent Seven
Elmer Bernstein

The Impossible Dream
Joe Darion and Mitch Leigh, arr. Mark Hayes

1812 Overture

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
With Fireworks by Grucci, The Artillery Company of Newport,
and Ryan Saunders playing the Bells of Christ Church

The Star-Spangled Banner

John Stafford Smith/Francis Scott Key
John Tafone’s new arrangement of Amazing Grace, being premiered at Summer
Pops 2021, was commissioned by Ryan and Alisa Saunders in honor of Douglas
and Eugenia Rayner and their 40 years of leadership of Summer Pops.

($300 to $999)

Humphrey &
Roccon Wealth
Management

Mr. and Mrs. Robin Marvel
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Van Winkle
Mr. Bradford M. Saunders in memory of Karen Peterson Saunders
Mr. Ryan and Mrs. Alisa Saunders
The Forrest & Frances Lattner Foundation in memory of Susan Lattner Lloyd
Mr. Thomas McAndrew, Esquire in memory of Joseph & Amelia McAndrew
and their children Harrison, Michael and Paula
Ms. Ardelle F. Darling
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Makin

FRANK HALL BOAT YARD
WESTERLY, RI

Avie’s Ski/Sports
Charlestown Mini-Super
Castaldi Financial Solutions
Shirley & Denzel Andrews
Charlotte & Kent Brittan
Susan S. Capalbo
Audrey & Brian Cardany
Don & Terri Coustan
Harvey Demovick
Julie & Rich Dumas
Rachel Fallon
Joyce & Jerry Fingerut
Bernadette Forget
Mrs. Margot Greener
Mrs. Martha Hosp
Alice Howell
Nancy S. Jones
Mrs. Judith Kelmelis
George & Lynn Kent
Eugene & Jean Kincaid
Norman Lagerstrom
Barbara & Allen Leadbetter
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Liguori
Gina & Michael Lynch
Dennis & Bernadette Mayer
Ms. Martha Minich
The Nall Family
Mr. Philip Newbury
Dr. and Mrs. Eugene Renz
Kathy Romanella
Dr. Thomas Salimeno, Jr.
Bob & Judy Serra
Sousa Family
Mrs. Joyce Stahl
Kent & Kristen Stephanishen
Mr. and Mrs. George Sylvestre
Mrs. Barbara Tufts
Mrs. Rose Marie Weston
John & Jeanne Wilks
Brian, Caitlin, and Luca
Williams
Drs. Rebecca Woodward &
Adam Kaufman

Roman
Candles
($50 to $99)

Anonymous
Johanna & Breer Danaher
Michelle Finn
Erin & Jack Frink
Sally & Jack Gordon
Jennifer & Joe Kushner
Nancy Kwasnik
John and Brendon Linton
Leo Mainelli
Peter & Beth Manning
Ruth & Steve Morgan
Mrs. Marge Puhlick
Richard Roy
Paula Ruisi
Rosemarie A. Russo
Jenessi St. Vincent
Larry & Janet Vetelino
Louise Thorson
Mrs. Ruth H. Walsh
Clare Stone and Marty
Wencek
Veronica Willetts

Sparklers
($1 to $49)

Dr. & Mrs. John Auth
Patricia Bessey
Jeff & Jessie Bewlay
Stephanie Blanchette
Mrs. Ayo Bryant
David & Carlene Donnarummo
Laura Filipponi
Michael Grillo
Carrier Praeger Guiney
Kerstin & Bryn Kastetter
Mrs. Carol Kent
Joyce B. Moore
Mrs. Sandra Niles
Simone Nunes-Duby
Bill & Ellen Paris
Schane & Melissa Tallardy

Donations received after
August 10 may not be included in
the above contributors list.
Contributions to Summer Pops
may be sent to:
THE CHORUS OF WESTERLY,
SUMMER POPS, 119 HIGH
STREET, WESTERLY RI 02891 or
made online at westerlypops.org.
Donations to The Chorus of
Westerly for Summer Pops are
tax-deductible.

the
Chorus of Westerly
M E M B E R S O F T H E C H O R U S O F W E S T E R LY

Kathryn Aaron
Michael Anderson

Andrew Howell, The Marion & Bill Palm Music Director
Kathryn Aaron, assistant conductor
Genviéve-Ashley Spitale, director of education
John Tafone, resident composer
Pamela Young, choral librarian

Kristy Armstrong
Joanne Arnold
Jordan Ashton
Susan Bainbridge
Ann Barber

Charles Smith
Elsie Smith
Carter Stolt
Clare Stone
George Sylvestre
Angela Tafone

Maddy Cooke

Lilia Gwaltney

Ed Latimer

Max Palmer

Anne Marie Tavares

Katie Danaher

Ravi Hauser

Deb Litterer

Alexander Pinto

Dylan Tallardy

Maisie Datson

Olivia Head

Lora MacLaughlin

Lila Pinto

Andrew Tessier

Sami Deeb

Henry Howell

Molly MacLaughlin

Sandy Niles

Jessica Tetlow

Timother Dreher

Rowan Howell

Susan Maguire

Margo Novak

Jim Tiernan

Deborah Dunham

Sadie Howell

Annabella McGlinsey

Anthony Nunes

John Townsend

Sarah Ferry

Emma Isaacs

Eilis McLaughlin

Simone Nunes-Duby

Melinda Tyler

Natalie Francese

Emily Jacobs

Harrison McLaughlin

Seth Paradise

Daniel Van Winkle

Oliver Francese

Lori Jones

Oscar McLaughlin

Denise Pereira

Christine Warren

Whitney Frost

Trey Jones

Lisa McClure

Billy Quirk

Tracey Weisman

Rozanne Fuller

Barbara Koll

Meredith Miller

Bruce Reynolds

Grace Wicklund

Sophia Buck

Robin Goodwin

Annie Kushner

Marty Minich

Mac Richardson

Jeanne Wilks

Jennifer Chaffiotte

Alba Grandidge

Felicity Kushner

Jessica Morrisey

Nathanael Richard

John Wilks

Stephanie Clark

Alex Grandidge

Jack Kushner

Lindsey Mullen

Hillary Robinson

Ronnie Willetts

Jennifer Collins

Aura Grandidge

Jennifer Kushner

Debby Musto

Emelia Roy

Sarah Windsor

Joanne Cook

Sofia Grandidge

Veronica Kushner

Ester Nacci

Olivia Roy

Nancy Young

Roger Cook

Brenda Greene

Melissa Kwan

Penelope Nicolas

Richard Roy

Pamela Young

Caswell Cooke, Jr.

Michael Grillo

James Larson

Cassiopeia Nicolas

Betsy Saunders

Wendy Zecchino

Leah Cooke

Jack Gwaltney

Maarja Larson

Aria Nichols

Melena Schug

Erma Basila
Marie Bender Lee
Carolyn Bennett
Aiden Bice
Meagan Bladen
Stephanie Blanchette
Susan Bosworth
Eamonn Brady
Gates Brady
Alana Brewer
Phoebe Buck
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Pops Festival

Enjoy McQuade’s

Orchestra
Conductor

Andrew Howell

Concertmaster
Alexey Shabalin

Personnel Manager
Jane Murray

Violin I

Alexey Shabalin
Nina Bishop
LuSun Friedman
Krzysztof Gadawski
Barbara Lefkowitz
Maureen Taranto
Kay Rooney
Arie Yaacobi

Violin II

Joan Winters
Meghan O’Connor
Dana Takaki
Lisa Gray
Dana Iancolovici
Kaede Kobayashi-Kirker
John Castore

Viola

Michael Wheeler
Gillian Gallagher
Leanne Rabesa
Diane Guillemette
Amelia Hollander-Ames
Nick Citro

HEALTHY
Prepared food

Cello

Dan Harp
Brent Selby
Jackie Ludwig
Johan Soults
Catarina Ferreira
Cameron Sawzin

Bass

Joe Higgins
Eliot Porter
Luke Baker
Jordan Calixto

Flute

Jackie DeVoe
Mary Ellen Kregler
Peggy Friedland

Barbara Hill
Jaime Thorne
Roger Caruk
Liz Gates

Trumpet

John Charles Thomas
Klancy Martin
Jessie Wills

Trombone

Michael Tybursky
Gabe Rice

Jane Murray
Donne Marie Cobert

English Horn

Denise Plaza Martin

Clarinet

Margo McGowan
Jim Forgey

Bass Clarinet

Karen Heninger

Fresh Cut
Fruit!

Mini Shrimp
Platters!

Bass Trombone

A. Douglas Wauchope

Tuba

Oboe

with Summer Pops

Horn

Gary Buttery

Timpani

Quick,
Easy, and so
Delicious!!!!

Cheese and
Deli Meats
Platters!!

Mike Iadevaia

Percussion

Piero Guimaraes
Joe DeMarco
Jonathan Hess

Harp

Anna Ellsworth

Guitar

Bassoon

Stevi Rehncy
Susan Wood

Jeff Carlson

Keyboard

Gary Chapman

Vegetable
Trays!

Fresh Sushi!

Strings Sponsored by

Fresh
Wraps to go!
Fresh Salads!

2 Broad St Suite A, Westerly, RI
(631)604-4849
lohibition.com
Just A Happy Little Shop On The Pawcatuck River
Botanicals • Bath & Body Products • Linens & Apparel • Fragrances • Home Decor • Unique Art

The Chorus of Westerly’S 40th annual Summer Pops

Lots of
Sandwhiches
to choose
from!

Visit McQuade’s for the best prepared
foods all summer long
106 Main Street,
Westerly, RI 02891
Tel: 401.596.2054

14 Clara Drive, Mystic,
CT. 06355
Tel: 860-536-2054

6 Clarke Street,
Jamestown, RI 02835
Tel: 401.423.0873

McQuadesMarketplace.com
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Welcome to the 40th
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Our mission is to create
and support one-to-one
mentoring relationships
that ignite the power
and promise of youth.

Scan QR Code with
smartphone
camera or app.
For more information
visit: BigsRI.org
or call 401.921.2434 ext. 101

You deserve an Agent that
can tackle more. Insure
your home and car with
Allstate, and I can help you
save on both policies.
Stephen Neri
401-596-7770
105 Franklin St.
Westerly
sneri@allstate.com
Discount and insurance offered only with select companies and subject to availability and qualifications. Discount
amount may be lower. Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co. Northbrook, IL © 2015 Allstate Insurance Co.
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CURRENTLY ACCEPTING
REFERRALS FOR OUR
COMMUNITY-BASED
MENTORING PROGRAM.
Referrals with guardian’s consent and
self-referrals are welcomed!
BBBSRI pairs carefully screened, positive
adult mentors with youth throughout RI!
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:
• Be between the Ages of 7-14
• Reside in Rhode Island or surrounding area
• Want to have a mentor and participate
• Be available to meet with a mentor between
6-8 hours per month, for at least 18 months
• Have a parent/guardian involved and
supporting the match relationship
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REACH RHODE
ISLAND!
More than 300,000 local readers each month.
Targeted advertising solutions in print and online
to reach the customers you want!

•
•
•
•
•
•

Loyal local audience
Social Media Management
Email Database Growth and Targeting
Website Design and Management
Google Ad Campaigns
Commercial Print Services
and more....

Contact us to start
reaching new customers
401-388-8575
jlayton@sun-mediagroup.com
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The Westerly Sun thewesterlysun.com
The Call woonsocketcall.com
The Times pawtuckettimes.com
Southern RI Newspapers ricentral.com
The Independent independentri.com
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Experience
Boutique Senior Living

We Are Open
YEAR-ROUND!

at Coastal Rhode Island’s
Premier Retirement Community

Take a look at our menu:

Trial
Stay
Options

Block Island
Daily scheduled flights from Westerly
Single & Twin-Engine Charter Service

INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED SENIOR LIVING
DEDICATED MEMORY CARE

Daily Block Island Service
Since 1970

22 Elm St., Westerly, RI • 401-596-4630 • elmsassistedliving.com
Westerly 401-596-2460 • Toll Free 800-243-2460
e-mail: flyBI@BIRI.com • blockislandairline.com

The Chorus of Westerly’S 40th annual Summer Pops

Call Today!
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ABBA SING ALONG
Please join us and sing along with our ABBA Medley!

Mamma Mia

Take a Chance on Me

Dancing Queen

I’ve been cheated by you since I don’t know when.
So I made up my mind it must come to an end
Look at me now, Will I ever learn?
I don’t know how but I suddenly lose control,
There’s a fire within my soul.

If you’re all alone
When the pretty birds have flown,
Honey, I’m still free,
Take a chance on me,
Gonna do my very best
And it ain’t no lie,
If you put me to the test,
If you let me try.
Take a chance on me,
Take a chance on me.

You can dance, You can jive,

Just one look and I can hear a bell ring,
One more look and I forget everything,
Whoa, oh... Mamma mia, here I go again,
My, my, how can I resist ya?
Mamma mia, does it show again,
My, my, just how much I’ve missed ya?
There’s something broken hearted,
Blue since the day we parted,
Why, why, did I ever let you go?
Mamma mia, now I really know,
My, my, I could never let you go.
I’ve been angry and sad about things that you do,
I can’t count all the times
that I’ve told you we’re through,
And when you go, when you slam the door,
I think you know that you won’t be away too long,
You know that I’m not that strong.
Just one look and I can hear a bell ring,
One more look and I forget everything,
Mamma mia, here I go again,
My, my, how can I resist ya?
Mamma mia, does it show again,
My, my, just how much I’ve missed ya?
Mamma mia, here I go again,
My, my, how can I resist ya?
Mamma mia, does it show again,
My, my, just how much I’ve missed ya?
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Having the time of your life.
Oh, see that girl, watch that scene,
Dig in the dancing queen.
Friday night and the lights are low
Looking out for a place to go
Oh, where they play the right music
Getting in the swing

We can go dancing,
We can go walking,
As long as we’re together.
Listen to some music,
Maybe just talking,
You’d get to know me better.

You come to look for a king.
Anybody could be that guy
Night is young and the music’s high,
With a bit of rock music
Everything is fine

‘Cause you know I’ve got
So much that I want to do,
When I dream I’m alone with you,
It’s magic.
You want me to leave it there,
Afraid of a love affair,
But I think you know
That I can’t let go.
If you change your mind
I’m the first in line,
Honey I’m still free,
Take a chance on me,
If you need me let me know,
Gonna be around
If you got no place to got
When you’re feeling down.

You’re in the mood for a dance.
And when you get the chance:
You are the dancing queen
Young a sweet, only seventeen,
Dancing queen,
Feel the beat from the tambourine, oh yeah.
You can dance, You can jive,
Having the time of your life.
Oh, see that girl, watch that scene,
Dig in the dancing queen.

If you’re all alone
When the pretty birds have flown,
Honey, I’m still free,
Take a chance on me,
Gonna do my very best,
Baby, can’t you see
Gotta put me to the test,
Take a chance on me.
Take a chance on me,
Take a chance on me.

The Chorus of Westerly’S 40th annual Summer Pops

As Part of our 9.11.01 Remembrance

Amazing Grace

We encourage the audience to join the Chorus for verses 1 and 5
1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see.
2. ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed.
3. Through many dangers, toils and snares,
I have already come;

‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.
4. When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing our praise
Than when we’d first begun.
5. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see.

THE CHORUS OF WESTERLY
Andrew Howell, The Marion and Bill Palm Music Director

SEASON 63 • 2021-2022
CHRISTMAS POPS
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 6PM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2PM & 4:30PM

BRAHMS REQUIEM
SATURDAY, APRIL 2, 6PM
SUNDAY, APRIL 3, 2PM

chorus fest 2022
A weekend of events
SATURDAY, APRIL 30
SUNDAY, MAY 1

SUMMER POPS 2022
SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 8PM

Tickets on sale soon
Visit chorusofwesterly.org or call 401.596.8663
follow us at facebook.com/chorusofwesterly

The Chorus of Westerly’S 40th annual Summer Pops
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The Chorus of Westerly extends

Special Thanks

to all those listed below for their support of
Summer Pops 2021
Summer Pops 2021 Committee
Douglas Rayner, chair
Ryan Saunders
Andrew Howell
Harvey Blanchette
John Tafone
Kathryn Aaron
Pamela Young

Genviéve-Ashley Spitale
Carrie Praeger Guiney
Kimberlie Rayner-Russell
Eugenia Rayner
Emily Kiss
Schane Tallardy
Sandy Niles

Special Thanks

THE WESTERLY POLICE DEPT.
Chief – Shawn Lacey

WESTERLY FIRE DEPARTMENT
Chief – John Mackay
WESTERLY AMBULANCE CORP.
Acting Chief – Ronald J. MacDonald III
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Peter Chiaradio, Supt.
Aimée Blanchette
Music/Fireworks Coordinator
Alan Peck
Park Superintendent
The Trustees and Staff of the
Westerly Public Library Association
and Wilcox Park
Douglas and Eugenia Rayner
The Rayner Family
The Saunders Family
The Howell Family
The Volunteers of Summer Pops
and Chorus of Westerly
The Singers of the Chorus of Westerly
The Board and Staff of the Chorus of Westerly
The Orchestra and all our Guest Performers
Fireworks by Grucci
The Artillery Company of Newport
Peter Leibert and the Westerly Morris Men
The Great Michael Chicoria
The Amazing Ryan Piccolo
The staff and crew of Power Posse
The towns of Westerly and Stonington
The public safety officials, officers, and staff
of Westerly and Stonington
The Prigmore Family Foundation
The Rhode Island State Council on the Arts
Yale New Haven Health, Westerly Hospital
Frank Hall Boat Yard
The United Theatre
The Knickerbocker Music Center
Christ Episcopal Church, Westerly
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The Rotary Club supports
The Chorus of Westerly’s

Shirley Andrews
Christine Terry
Ann B.C. Kaschuluk
Kristin Roy
Pamela Young
Kerstin Kastetter
Jillian Hirst

Mr. and Mrs. Robin Marvel
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Van Winkle
Mrs. Marion S. Palm
George Kent
Pamela Young
John Tafone
Harvey Blanchette
Genviéve-Ashley Spitale
Kathryn Aaron
John “JP” Sheerar
Mark Connolly
Robert Elmer III
Erin Deveau
Jennifer Gibson and Andrew Nathan
The Cooked Goose
Paul Panciera
Emily Kiss
Tim and Deb Dreher
Nesse and Tyler McCabe
Bradford M. Saunders
Peter Saunders
Jenn and Joe Kushner
Scott Cooper
Deirdra Hyland
Corey Grucci
Matthew Pereira
Leslie Fernandez
Phil Grucci
Betty Jo Cugini
Brigitte Hopkins
Donald Weiss
Vin Gaccione and crew
E-Z Waste, Chris Beck and staff
Steve and Ruth Morgan
WHS National Honor Society
Local Development Company
Larry Steadman
Larry Stewart
Mike Powell
Stephanie Blanchette
Washington Trust Volunteers
The Elms Retirement Residence
Rudi Hauser
Jane Murray
Mario’s Northend Pizzaria
Honey Dew Donuts
Rona Mann
Chris DiPaolo, WBLQ
Classical 95.9 WCRI
Matt Macolini
Jaime Jones

Summer Pops

Thank you to donors The Malted Barley, Mario’s Pizza,
Del’s Lemonade, Honey Dew Donuts, and Stonington Ice
In support of the Chorus of Westerly’s Summer Pops and thanks to the Rotary
Club of Westerly and the above donors (subject to change and availability),
these items will be for sale for your enjoyment in the middle of the Park:
•
•
•
•
•

Hot Dogs
Pizza
Popscorn
Pretzels
Water & Soda

• Dels Lemonade
• Iced Coffee

• Hot Chocolate

• Coffee from
Honey Dew Donuts

All proceeds generated through these sales are contributed to help make
Summer Pops possible! All members of the Rotary will be clearly identified.
Except for Summer Pops and Chorus of Westerly merchandise, no other vendors
are authorized to operate in the park. Proceeds of sales within the park (of Pops
or Chorus merchandise or Rotary items) all go directly to the production of
Summer Pops.

SUMMER POPS - TECH, SOUND, & LIGHTS
PROVIDED BY

powerposseproductions.com

The Chorus of Westerly & Summer Pops

Administration

ARTISTIC STAFF
Andrew Howell, music director
Genviéve Ashley-Spitale, director of education
Kathryn Aaron, assistant conductor
John Tafone, arranger/composer
Pamela Young, choral librarian
Jane Murray, orchestra personnel manager
George Kent, music director, emeritus
Felicity Kushner, music director support intern
Veronica Kushner, music director support intern

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Ryan Saunders, executive director
Douglas Rayner, Summer Pops chairman
Jillian Hirst, patron services manager
Harvey Blanchette, facilities and events manager
Carrie Praeger Guiney, bookkeeper
Erin Deveau, special events manager
Christine Terry, office volunteer
Alice Howell, office volunteer
Ann Kaschuluk, office volunteer
Barbara Paradise, office volunteer

The Chorus of Westerly’S 40th annual Summer Pops

Westerly

Police
Announcement

The 2021 Summer Pops is scheduled to be held on

PARKING RESTRICTIONS WILL BE STRICTLY
ENFORCED.

Saturday, September 11th, 2021.
As such, the following restrictions will be enforced.
Grove Avenue will be closed to all vehicular traffic as
of 5:00pm. Exceptions will be made for those needing
handicapped parking until all spaces are filled. Other
motorists will be detoured onto Newton Avenue or other
adjacent streets.
Wilcox Avenue will be closed off to all vehicular traffic as
of 5 pm on September 11.
Handicapped parking will be available on Grove Avenue,
Broad Street, across from the Westerly Town Hall and
extending to the Westerly Public Library, as well as
parking areas in front of the United States Post Office.

Please note no bicycles, scooters, skateboards, or similar
riding devices are permitted in the park. Dogs are also

Blankets are the only items to be left in the park prior to
the event. This will only be allowed after 5 pm on Friday,
September 10, 2021.

prohibited in the park for the event.

Unattended, chairs, coolers and/or any other items WILL
NOT BE ALLOWED TO BE LEFT within the park prior to
the event. THESE ITEMS WILL BE REMOVED.

minutes to allow pedestrians to freely return to their

If items such as these are to be brought to the event,
they must be brought with those attending at the time of
the event. Also, any coolers and/or any other items left
unattended during the event WILL BE REMOVED.

Motorists on Canal Street heading east will be directed

Due to the Fireworks being deployed from inside the
park this year there will be no one allowed within the
area of the Fireworks. This area will be clearly marked
and cordoned off.

At the conclusion of the event, all vehicular traffic will be
delayed for approximately (10) ten minutes to (15) fifteen
vehicles. Motorists on Railroad Avenue heading south
will be directed onto Canal Street in a westerly direction.
onto High Street in a northerly direction in order to
alleviate the congestion in the Downtown Westerly area.
Officers and/or traffic control signals will control all other
traffic.

Chief Shawn Lacey
Westerly Police Department

No arm left behind!
WRHS Offers Public COVID Vaccinations
Tues & Thurs 1-3 PM / Wed 4-6 PM
Appointments: (401) 539-2461
Open to anyone from RI or CT over the age of 12.

PRIMARY
MEDICAL CARE
HOPE VALLEY 823 Main Street
WESTERLY 17 Wells Street
The Chorus of Westerly’S 40th annual Summer Pops

DENTAL
SERVICES

WOMEN, INFANTS &
CHILDREN (WIC) PROGRAM

Now Accepting New Patients

WRHSRI.org

Most Insurances & Medicaid Accepted. Sliding Scale Available.
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From Our Garage to Yours

ANTONINO
AUTO

GROUP

antoninoautogroup.com

We Are Your First CAr, Your upgrAde & Your Work CAr!

9 Dealerships & service centers
6 Manufacturers
5 collision centers

One Family
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